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About BAPAC
Started in 1978 by 20 key leaders, the Black American Political Association of California
(BAPAC) has grown to encompass 40,000 active members in 60 chapters Statewide.
The organization was started in San Francisco by those who saw a deep need to
become a champion for California’s communities and encourage cooperation among
those communities. Although the word “political” is in our name, we do not endorse
political candidates, nor do we contribute money to candidates or PACs. BAPAC is
committed to strengthening, building, and educating the State of California.

We serve every member of California’s communities with ongoing programs and
workshops. BAPAC conducts activities around healthcare, financial responsibility, home
retention, education, after school programs, special needs of veterans and seniors, job
placement, and more. Every workshop and program BAPAC provides is free of charge.
We are fortunate to have built a highly regarded legacy of advancement, and to count
among our members people from all walks of life and all different areas of business and
public service.

We are the margin of victory!

2018 Convention Sponsors

Toni G. Atkins
President pro Tempore
California State Senate

Table Sponsors
Ben Hueso, Sate Senator  California Endowment  Barbra Bry,
Council Woman  County of San Diego  IBEW 569 Neighborhood
House  Noli Zosa  Planned Parenthood of the Pacific Southwest 
Port of San Diego  Robert Ito  San Diego Building Trades  San
Diego Democratic PartyŸ
 San Diego & Imperial Counties Labor
Council AFL-CIO  SDGE  SEIU 1000  SEIU 221  Shirley
Weber, Assemblymember  Southwestern Community College  Toni
Atkins, State Senator  UCSD  US Bank  Urban People Living in
Faith &Trust (UPLIFT)
The Black American Political Association of California is proud to thank and
highlight the generous sponsors of this year’s 40th State BAPAC Convention.

A Welcome Message from Ellen Nash
BAPAC State Convention Director & Chair of BAPAC SD
Hello and again we welcome you to a wonderful and marvelous statewide
convention of the Black American Political Association of California (BAPAC),
our 40th! The San Diego Chapter of BAPAC (BAPAC SD) is proud to host
this convention in beautiful San Diego, California, one of the finest cities in our
nation!
In a very crucial upcoming November general election that will determine the
balance of power in all levels of government, our 2018 BAPAC Statewide 40th
Annual Hall of Fame Convention has as its aptly named theme, “We Are the
Margin of Victory!” Assemblymember Dr. Shirley Weber coined this
statement in her closing keynote at the 2016 BAPAC State Convention and it
remained with us for the last two years.
The convention will provide BAPAC with a golden opportunity to hear directly from local, state and
nationally elected officials, veterans, youth leaders, and concerned citizens on issues surrounding the
educational, economic, healthcare and cultural inequities for most California’s communities. For three days,
hundreds of California delegates will be able to network, attend workshops, and propose key resolutions to
build a new, nonpartisan vision: to promote and safeguard the rights of California’s underserved citizens.
Our vision for the 2018 October BAPAC 40th Annual Statewide Hall of Fame Convention is “Rebuilding
the Middle Class for all Residents of California”! The convention format and conversations will focus on
achieving the Margin of Victory in:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Business Ownership
Home Ownership
Voter Registration/Voter Participation
Implementing Collective Impact Strategies to implement education and family self-sufficiency
initiatives – disrupting cycles of poverty to change the odds for children and families throughout
California
Improving Educational Outcomes for our students and communities
Emphasis on Middle Class Jobs with Livable Wages in non traditional careers
Mental Healthcare and Live Well Outcomes
Advancing social justice initiatives and improving police and community relations in our city and
throughout the State of California.

That my Friends is our "Vision and Focus" for the 2018 BAPAC Statewide Hall of Fame Convention. You, as
organization leaders, have the vision, the knowledge, the wherewithal, and the experience to help us pave
BAPAC’s way into the future. You are truly our greatest asset today and tomorrow, and we could not
accomplish what we do without your support and leadership. Throughout this conference, we ask you to
stay engaged, keep us proactive and help us shape the future of BAPAC. Our personal respect and thanks
goes out to all of you.
Martin Luther King, Jr said "We are caught up in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied to a single
garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly!"
Sincerely,
Ellen Nash, State Convention Director
Chair, San Diego Chapter of BAPAC

A Welcome Message from Dr. Willie Blair
President, BAPAC State Convention
As we embark on the 40th Anniversary of the Black American Political
Association of California (BAPAC), we are reminded of that timehonored quote from the famous French philosopher Victor Hugo who
said, "There is nothing in this world more powerful than an idea whose
time has come!" Forty years ago, a group of visionary activists came
together with an idea that “now” was the time to have an organization
that promoted the social, economic, and political advancement of Black
people in California.
This group of visionary thinkers, who formed BAPAC four decades ago,
were some of the best minds and thinkers in California at the time.
Individuals such as the former Governor of California, the Honorable
Jerry Brown; former Speaker of the California Assembly, Willie Brown; former Lt. Governor, Mervyn
M. Dymally; Congresswoman Maxine Waters; former Assemblywoman Gwen Moore; and of course,
the long-time BAPAC State President, the late Percy L. Pinkney, were among the venerable hosts.
As a quite politically charged and very tumultuous 2018 comes to a merciful end, BAPAC continues to
stay steadfastly loyal to its core mission of lifting up the Black community to where it rightfully belongs.
In order to run and regulate the facilities and institutions in its beloved community, BAPAC has placed a
premium on each young student obtaining a first-class education. This includes excelling in pre-school
through college, as well as vocational advancement.
We support early childhood programs that ensure that by the third grade, our students are reading at
or above grade level. Students should be provided with ample resources and partnerships for early
exposure to Science, Math, Engineering and Art enrichment programs. We endeavor to make our
school yards and other neighborhood environs safe from the ravages of sexual and drug exploitation
toward our young people. BAPAC will also remain on a relentless quest to unshackle the un-holy
alliance that presently exists between the torrid high school drop-out rate and the burgeoning prison
industrial complex.
Despite having to often struggle with limited funding, and the very stifling, choking and limiting effects of
Proposition 209, BAPAC will relentlessly fight for candidates and initiatives that make uplifting the Black
Community an agenda priority, regardless of that individual's party, race or creed! Only with a strong,
totally and truly diverse California, can there be a great California!
For almost four decades BAPAC, along with other local and statewide visionary and right minded
community-based organizations, has been forming a solid steel compact to reduce the misery index in
the Black Community. From BAPAC chapters and supporter links hailing from the San Francisco/
Oakland Bay region to the Fresno Central Valley enclave, the Sacramento Delta area, to the southern
sprawling metropolis of Los Angeles, and on to the great border region of San Diego and the Imperial
Valley, you will find the growing influence and greatness of this time-honored organization.
BAPAC was once only an idea, now it’s an organization whose time has truly come!

Friday, October 19, 2018

Agenda

3:00 – 8:00 PM

Convention Registration & Voter Registration

6:00 PM

Networking and Reception at Montero Bar and Grill

Saturday, October 20, 2018
7:00 AM

Registration Opens

8:00 – 9:30 AM

Opening
• Continental Breakfast
• Opening Remarks by State President Dr. Willie Blair
• The Livewell Movement will not be Televised, County of San
Diego Leadership

9:45 – 10:45 AM Workshops
• Regaining the Middle Class Employment Pathways through the
Trades and Construction Industry
• Millennial Inclusion—Our Voice, Leadership, Voting Power
• Veterans “Thriving" as a Margin of Victory
• The State of Mental Health in the Black Community
11:00 am – Noon Workshops
• Building A World Where Black Workers Thrive (Lola Smallwood
Cuevas)
• Veterans Center: One on One
• Regaining Middle Class Opportunities Through Apprenticeship
• Homebuying Workshop
Noon– 2:00 PM

Social Justice Luncheon

2:00 PM

BAPAC General Elections

6:00 PM

Gala Registration and Reception

7:00 PM

Gala
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Gala Program
Welcome
Taisha Brown, Vice Chair / CADEM African American Caucus and the San Diego
Democratic Party
Opening Prayer
Pastor Jared Moten, President National Action Network, and Senior Pastor Ebenezer
Missionary Baptist Church

Presentation  Buffalo Soldiers Presentation of Colors
Introduction of Master & Mistress of Ceremonies
• Roosevelt Williams, Sole Cobbler, Chairman of the Board of Young Black and
‘NBusiness
• Tonette Salter, BAPAC SD Committee Chair, and Program Coordinator CA
Perkins Joint Special Populations Advisory Committee
Musical Selection  Erisa Nicole Blackman, Saxophonist, “Tribute to Aretha
Franklin”

Presentation  Mr. Ronald Clarke, Bookwriter and Educator
Presentation  Blue Heart Academy Step Presentation
Acknowledgement of Special Guests and Convention Sponsors
Ellen Nash, State Convention Chair & Alyce Pipkin–Allen, BAPAC VP
Musical Selection  Erisa Nicole Blackman, Saxaphonist
Awards Ceremony  Lieutenant Commander Norris A. Charles, Prisoner of War
Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, and Purple Heart Recipient
Remarks  State BAPAC President
Party Time
Sunday, October 21, 2018
9:00 AM

Convention Wrap Up

Celebrate Freedom Larry Poncho Brown

We are the margin of victory!

40th Anniversary Honoree

Dr. Norris A. Charles
Dr. Norris A. Charles has lived a rich and diverse
life. He served the military and the local San
Diego community with distinction.
After receiving a certificate from MIT, he became
a cost accountant for General Electric, Atomic
Energy Division; a human resources management
specialist; and a full-time Mathematics Professor
at Miramar College for about 32 years. As a
distinguished flight officer in the U.S. Navy, Dr.
Charles rose to the rank of Lieutenant
Commander serving 20 years, six active duty and
14 years in the reserves. Highly decorated and
courageous, Dr. Charles was shot down over
Vietnam and was a prisoner of war for almost one
year. For his valor, he was awarded the Prisoner of War Medal, the Distinguished
Flying Cross, and the Purple Heart.
Dr. Charles was also a visionary, he launched into entrepreneurship and owned
and operated a local copy and printing business for nearly 20 years. He also
owned two night clubs, including the Alpha Center, where he is a co-partner in
the Hall for Rent business. His clubs have hosted many community celebrations
and served as a gathering place for San Diegans from all walks of life. Moreover,
his businesses have served as cornerstones of support in the San Diego
community.
Dr. Charles holds a B.A. from Morehouse College, an M.B.A. from Atlanta
University, and a Ph.D. from the Unites States International University. Retired
from the workforce, he remains active in the community as a Life member of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Morehouse College Alumni Association, the NAACP,
and is a founding member of the San Diego Chapter of the Clark Atlanta
University Alumni Association.
A devoted and loving husband, Dr. Norris Charles is married to Mrs. Olga Cook
Charles. The happy couple are the proud parents of three daughters and seven
grandchildren.

Lola Smallwood Cuevas
Project Director, UCLA Center for Labor Research and Education
Co-Founder, LA Black Worker Center Coordinating Committee
Lola Smallwood Cuevas is a project director at
the UCLA Labor Center and co-founder of the LA
Black Worker Center. Her work at the Labor
Center has focused on exploring the role of
unions and African-American workers in Los
Angeles’s economy.

Incubated at the UCLA Labor Center, the Los
Angeles Black Worker Center (LABWC) is the
first worker center in California focused on solving the Black job crisis through
action and unionization. It is the model for a National Black Worker Center Project.
The BWC aims to build power among Black workers to create greater access to
quality jobs, address employment discrimination, and transform industries that
employ black workers. The LABWC grew out Ms. Smallwood-Cuevas work
coordinating the UCLA African-American Union Leadership School (AAULS).
Serving as a national model, the LA BWC helped to launch the National Black
Workers Center Project. There are currently centers operating in eight cities across
the country including Oakland; Baltimore, D.C., New Orleans, and North Carolina.
Ms. Smallwood-Cuevas currently serves on the executive committee of the National
Black Worker Center Board.
Before launching the LA Black Worker Center, Smallwood Cuevas is co-editor of
the UCLA Labor Center publication “Women’s Work: Los Angeles Homecare
Workers Revitalize the Labor Movement” (2009) and co-author of “Common Cause,”
a chapter on LA’s Black community and labor included in the book “Black Los
Angeles: American Dreams and Racial Realities (NY University Press). She also
served on the steering committee of the AFL_CIO National Worker Center
Advisory Council and Los Angeles County Coalition to End Wage-Theft. Before
joining the Labor Center Smallwood-Cuevas worked as researcher and later as
political and community organizer and coordinator for the Service Employees
International Union. She has a background in journalism, working as a daily beat
reporter for the Chicago Tribune, Long Beach Press-Telegram, and the Oakland
Tribune. She was introduced to labor organizing as an active member of the East
Bay Newspaper Guild.

Lift Every Voice and Sing
JAMES WELDON JOHNSON
Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.
Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chast’ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.
God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand,
True to our God,
True to our native land.

Gala M.C. Roosevelt Williams
Mr. Roosevelt Williams, III is a native San Diegan who is
an industrious, conscientious, disciplined and selfmotivated small business owner who currently holds the
title of being San Diego's only African-American Cobbler.
As a cobbler, he repairs men and women shoes,
handbags, luggage, zippers, purses, belts and much
more. He is also the 2018 CEO and President of Young
Black & ‘NBusiness, also known as YB&NB. YB&NB is a
community organization devoted to serving and
motivating the overlooked and the underserved majority working together as one
to be healthy, happy and successful. Beginning in 2018, under his leadership,
Young Black & ’NBusiness will begin hosting quarterly networking mixers,
business acumen clinics, along with courses on public speaking, consulting and
event planning. A short but impressive list of his accomplishments thus far include
being a three time pageant winner for Mr. Gold Coast Classic in 2004; Mr. Black San
Diego in 2008; Mr. Heritage in 2010; President of the San Diego's Urban League 21st
Century Youth Leadership Team from 2000 to 2003; and President of the Urban
Leagues College Career Club from 2005to 2007. He has also written policies and
ordinances for the City of San Diego to benefit the low to moderate income
communities and underserved populations in San Diego County and drafted The
Responsible Banking Ordinance to help eliminate Red Lining by big banks to
restore Environmental Justice and Equal Opportunity for all. It was passed
unanimously by San Diego City Council in 2008. He was lead consultant for the
Reinvestment Task Force Board of the Fourth Council District from 2009 to 2012 and
a liaison for the San Diego Youth Commission from 2009 to 2012. During this same
time period, Mr. Williams served as a Council Representative and Community
Liaison to 18 different communities within Council District Four, using his consulting
services and leadership skills to positively impact his community. In 2011, he was
inducted into the Walls of Excellence on Imperial Ave and Willie James Jones
Avenue. In 2012, he was afforded the opportunity to spend three months in
Washington, D.C. participating in an internship called the Presidential Classroom
where he was able to learn about the political process and its effect on the nation.
One of his personal goals is to remain a teachable, life-long learner and a man of
noble character. He has been encouraged and mentored by city officials and
dignitaries to be both a servant leader and a change agent. Although grateful for
their sage wisdom, he is most indebted to his great grandfather whom he credits
with making him into the man he is today, as well as the one he will become in the
future. His life is govern by the self-coined phrase “start with a commitment, deliver
with quality and finish with success.”

Gala M.C. Tonette Salter
Tonette Salter is an Organizational Developer at heart. Her
practice is to lead systemic change in the beliefs, attitudes,
and values of people for individuals, organizations, and
community prosperity. She has built her career over the
past 16 years in development and implementation of
restricted funding (Grants) for Career Education/Career
Technical Education Programs with emphasis on
underrepresented students for the Foundation of
Grossmont-Cuyamaca Colleges’ Auxiliary Organization
(FGCCD). Her expertise lies in strategic planning
initiatives, budget administration, program development
and implementation, relationship building, and maintaining to improve equity for
students and the organization. Her current role is the coordinator of the California
Perkins Joint Special Populations Advisory (JSPAC). JSPAC is a joint effort of the
California Department of Education and California Community College’s
Chancellor’s Office to improve equity and access for underrepresented/special
population students to career pathways leading to high wage occupations.
Tonette’s passion for prosperity trickles into her personal life, she volunteers as the
Chair of the BAPAC San Diego Workforce Partnership/Disconnected Youth
Committee, she is an advocate of Mental Health Illness and is a volunteer for
National Alliance of Mental Health Illness (NAMI) as a job coach mentor, and she is
a board member of San Diego Common Ground Theatre. She is a graduate of SDSU
and holds a MS in Psychology with an emphasis on research and human
performance.

Welcome to the

40th Anniversary
BAPAC Statewide Convention

The Port of San Diego congratulates the San Diego
Chapter of the Black Political Association of
California on its 40th Annual Statewide Hall of Fame
Convention. We are proud to sponsor this renowned
event that draws hundreds of leaders, elected officials,
policymakers and others to help educate and promote
initiatives that improve lives.
As an organization that champions diversity, the Port
of San Diego applauds BAPAC’s leadership efforts
and mission to provide business opportunities, home
ownership, healthcare, youth development and
financial independence to those from underserved
communities. On behalf of the Board of Port
Commissioners, we wish you continued success and we
look forward to future partnership opportunities.
Sincerely,

Rafael Castellanos
Chairman of the Board of Port Commissioners

Thank you BAPAC for promoting an
inclusive economy through community
empowerment.

Together, we can make great strides in
being an economic, social and political force
in San Diego.
Barbara Bry is Council President Pro Tem
on the San Diego City Council

Welcome to San Diego, BAPAC!
San Diego thanks you
for all the work you do to

EMPOWER

OUR COMMUNITIES.

www.ToddGloria.com | Paid for by Todd Gloria for Assembly 2018
110 West C Street, Suite 1300, San Diego CA 92101

Vote Myrtle Cole
for City Council

PUBLIC SAFETY
• Helped make our council district the 3rd safest in San
Diego!
• Improved emergency response times.
• Brought a new fire station to our district.
INFRASTRUCTURE
• Filled more than 5,000 potholes, paved streets, built
sidewalks and added streetlights and bike lanes.
• Funded millions of dollars to ease traffic congestion.
PARKS, LIBRARIES AND RECREATION CENTERS
• Acquired $5.5 million to make our community’s dream
of a senior center in “Tooma Park” a reality.
• Brought us a new $13.2 million Skyline Hills Branch
Library and a $1.5 million Teen Center at the Malcolm
X Library.
JOBS AND HOUSING
• Created hundreds of jobs through construction of
affordable housing, market rate homes and mixed-use
development.
• Getting homeless individuals off streets, out of
canyons and into permanent homes.
Re-Elect

Myrtle

COLE
City Council

Paid for by Re-elect Myrtle Cole
for City Council 2018
110 West C Street Suite 1300
San Diego, CA 92101

www.MyrtleCole.com

Writing, Editing, &
Communications Services

SATURDAY
MARCH 2, 2019

www.nekosethinks.com
www.nekosewills.com

www.1619nationalcelebrationofblackwomen.com

Join the Celebration
For more info contact: 1619NCBW@gmail.com

BAPAC San Diego Mission
The San Diego Chapter of the Black Political Association of California (BAPAC) is a visionary
movement that works to ensure the Black community in San Diego County remains an
economic, social, and political force in Southern California.
•

•

•

•

Our Mission. It's our mission to work for the maximum effective representations of African
Americans and all citizens in the political, economic, and educational systems of San Diego
County.
Our Goals. BAPAC will strive to provide a forum for members to identify issues, and find
solutions to issues related to jobs, education and healthcare. We will continue to define
ways and means for additional political and community empowerment.
Why Join? Your time, talents and treasures will help the BAPAC San Diego Chapter
successfully carry out its mission to be a strong voice for the Black community that will be
loudly heard on a local, state and national level.
How to Get Involved? BAPAC has numerous community events in San Diego. Get involved
with BAPAC by attending our general body meetings held each month. Become a member
and volunteer with us.

BAPAC works to identify, document, and develop the resources necessary to achieve the
educational, economic, and cultural goals of underserved citizens in California. BAPAC develops
and maintains an assertive posture in securing the rights of these citizens and in carrying out its
stated objectives. BAPAC is further authorized to pursue any objectives which will improve the
quality of life for Californians.

BAPAC San Diego Chapter
support@bapacsd.org ● 619-736-0220 ● TAX ID 94-2610079
www.bapacsd.org
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AAA Imaging
Abena Stephenson, BAPAC SD Labor Relations Committee Chair –
Logistics/Volunteers Director & Workshop Coordinator
Alyce Pipkin-Allen, BAPAC SD Vice President – Workshop
Coordinator
Andrew Strong, County of San Diego
BAPAC San Diego Executive Board, Members and Supporters
BAPAC SD Community College/San Diego Workforce Committee
BAPAC SD Volunteers
Brenda Miller, BAPAC SD Health & Livewell Center Committee, Chair
Bridget Rawlings, BAPAC SD Education Committee, Chair
Camille Appling – Voter Registration & Convention Personal Assistants
Carl Evans – Voter Registration & Convention Personal Assistants
Carlton Jones – Audiovisual and Technology
David Muhammad – Security
Deborah Maxie, African Dolls Creator, Table Decorations
Dell Awards
Ellen Nash, Chair San Diego BAPAC, Convention Chair – BAPAC SD Fundraising Committee,
Vendor Management, Workshop Coordinator
Erisa Nicole Blackman, Saxaphonist
Ewings-Nash Family Volunteers
Four Points Sheraton Hotel
Greg Mitchel – Security
Hugh Muhammad and Mosque Number 8
Jackie Clark and Girls Rock Team – Registration
John Phillips, DJ & Owner, Golden Voice Productions
Ken Malbrough – BAPAC SD Vice President & Community Outreach Civic / Engagement
Coordinator
LaSonja Peisker, Chair BAPAC SD Homelessness Committee
Lavada England, Chair BAPAC SD Homelessness Committee
Neighborhood House Association
Nekose Wills – BAPAC SD Mistress & Souvenir Journal Designer
Philip Liburd, BAPAC SD Education Committee, Chair
Rachel Hilliard, Buffalo Soldiers
Rhonda Hunt Phillips
Sam Bedwell – BAPAC SD Fundraising Committee
SIEGAN DIGITAL Imaging
Suzanne Forbes – Vierling
Taisha Brown, BAPAC Vice President & Fundraising Comittee – VIPs, Dignitaries and Corporate
Sponsorships
Tinesia Conwright, Fancy Teen Girls Detour
Tonette Salter, BAPAC SD Disengaged Youth Chair
Tracy Morris, Blue Heart Academy
UCSD C-Mobile Students Team, Evan, Brian and James
Union Bank – Lemon Grove Branch
US Bank – Authorize.net & Merchant Services
Dr. Willie Blair, BAPAC State President – VIPs, Dignitaries and Corporate Sponsorships
Dr. Wilma Wooten, County of San Diego
If we have missed anyone please charge it to our head and not our heart!
We truly thank you and Love You!
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